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THE CIRCULAR 


Aims to be the exponent of Bible Communism, advocating the 
Religion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive 
Church. It will, also, give its readers a supply of general in- 
telligence, and the news of the day. 

It is offered, as the gospel is, without money and without 
price to those who choose to receive it thus, or at One Dollar 
a year tosuch as prefer to pay. At present it is supported princi- 
pally by the funds of the Oneida Community and its branches, 
aided by the free contributions of its friends, and a few remit- 
tances from those who choose to pay for it. Our expectation, 
however, is, that the idea of a Fret Dairy Rexiciovs Press, as 
the complement and consummation of Free Schools, Free 
Churches, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually be- 
eome known, and be appreciated among all spiritually minded 
religionists, and that thus the Circular, as the embodiment of 
that idea, will draw to itself a volunteer constituency more 
whole-hearted, for instance, than that which surrounds the Bi. 
ble Society, and endows it annually with a revenue of several 
bundred thousand dollars. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
should return us a copy with his name and residence written 
upon it, and the simple order, “ Discontinue.” 


Address ‘‘ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.”” 





WANTED. 


Intelligent, reliable, sympathetic, volunteer Cor- 
respondents, in our own country and every part 
of the world, who will give us early and au- 
thentic information of events occurring in their 
respective localities, that are of a remarkable char- 
acter, orof general interest to mankind, and who 
will also furnish us, from time to time, with brief 
and lucid expositions of such topics as come within 
their range of thought and observation. 





Our Purpose in the Future, 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

3 Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal inits operation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. fhe Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesamereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are expecting to institute a Daily Keli- 
gious Press, so soon as Providence opens the way, 
and the means are placed in their possession 


Che Oneida Community, 


SUPERIOR STEEL TRAPS, 
snameled Traveling-Bags, Paim-Leaf 
Hats, Caps, Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Green & Preservea 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 


SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. ¥. 
will receive prompt attention. 








THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth. The Second Coming, Resurrection. Origin of Evil. Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death. Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but developing many new and interesting 
conclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology 
Allwho wish to understand Biste Communism—its constitu- 
tional basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint them- 
selves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Community and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, a summary view 
of their Religious and Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price, 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explaired and de- 
fended by J. H. Nores. Pamphlet, 6} cts. 





E"Past Volumes of the Circular can be fur- 
nished to order; and any of the above Publications 


COMMUNITY DWEL 


The Oneida Community. 





For our own convenience, as well as that of 
visitors and inquirers, we propose herewith to 
answer briefly the questions usually asked con- 
cerning the Community, arranging the infor- 
mation to be given under different heads. 

NUMBERS— LOCALITY—DOMAIN. 

The Community consists of about 215 mem- 
bers, comprising men, women, youth and chil- 
dren, in nearly equal proportions. They cul- 
tivate 386 acres of their own land, in the towns 
of Lenox and Vernon, near the center of the 
State of New York, and four miles distant 
from Oneida Station, on the Central Railroad. 
Post Office Address, Oneida, N. Y. 

HISTORY. 

The Society has been established here thir- 
teen years. Many of the first members were 
emigrants from Putney, Vt., where they had 
been organized in Association several years pre- 
viously. Joun H. Noyes, under whose 
influence the Community has been mainly 
formed and guided, in 1834, while a mem- 
ber and licentiate of Yale Theological Sem- 
inary, left the current teachings of the church 
and became a Perfectionist. His published 
views at that period, relating to Bible doc- 
trines and their interpretation, formed the 
preparation, wherever they were accepted, for 
the unitary Social movement that is developed 
here. 

RELIGIOUS FOUNDATION AND PRINCIPLES, 

The Community, as already intimated, takes 
its origin from religious motives, and indeed in 
a religious necessity. Its members believe in 
the Bible as the text-book of the Spirit of 
Truth ; in Jesus Christ, as the Eternal Son of 
God; in the Apostles and Primitive Church, 
as exponents of the everlasting gospel. Their 
more distinguishing points of’ belief are, that 
the Second Coming of Christ took place at the 
close of the apostolic age ; that the kingdom of 
heaven then founded in the invisible world, is 
now extending itself into visible humanity ; 
that all good and evil are the results of spirit- 
ual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body ; that inspira- 
tion, or open communication with God and the 
heavens, involving perfect holiness of personal 
character, is the element of connection be- 
tween the church on earth and the church in 
heaven, and the power by which the kingdom 
of God is to be established in the world. Thus 
agreeing, the members of the Community have 
been drawn together into a common union, for 
the purpose of religious improvement, and as 
a natural method of giving expression to their 
faith. Fora more full presentation of their 
religious views, the inquirer may consult the 
Berean, a book published by the Community. 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATION. 
Our Social and Property organization is that 
of entire Communism, or consolidation of in- 
terests like that which belonged to the early 
church on the day of Pentecost, when ‘no 
man said that aught of the things that he pos- 
sessed was his own, but they had all things 
common.” Rejecting the systems of property- 
getting in use in the world as but variations of 
wl at is vulgarly called the “ grab-game,” in 
which the prizes are not distributed by any 
rules of wisdom or justice, but are seized by 
the strongest and craftiest, our system goes 
back to foundation principles, and rests on the 
assumption that Gop owns ALL THINGS; that 
as the Creator he has the first and firmest title 
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the right of distribution. We believe that, 
since God never so makes over property to 
man as to divest himself of his own title, man 
can never in reality have absolute and exclu- 
sive ownership of lands, goods, or even of him- 
self, or his productions, but only subordinate, 
joint-ownership with God; and hence, that 
while the right of possession, in the case of ar- 
ticles directly consumed in the use, is necessa- 
rily equivalent to exclusive ownersbip, in all 
other cases it is only the right of beneficial use, 
subject to the principle of rotation, and to the 
distributive rights of God. 

It will be seen from this statement of prin- 
ciples, that the Oneida Community cannot 
properly be said to stand on any ordinary plat- 
form of mere Association. Their doctrine is 
that of community, not merely or chiefly with 
each other, but with God ; and for the security 
of individual rights, they look, not to constitu- 
tions or compacts with each other, but to the 
wisdom and goodness of the Spirit of Truth, 
which is above all. The idea of their system, 
stated in its simplest form, is, that all believers 
constitute the family of God, that all valua- 
bles, whether persons or things, are family 
property ; and that all the labors of the family 
are directed, judged, and rewarded in the dis- 
tribution of enjoyments, by the Father. 

The Sexual and Parental, as well as Prop- 
erty relations, are comprehended within the 
scope of these principles. We do not believe 
in the right of exclusive ownership of persons 
more than of things, but hold that a spirit of 
true fraternity and good sense, acting under 
the distributive inspiration of God, forms a 
better regulator of mankind in their social re- 
lations than any formality of law. Christian 
love, in such a union as the Community, takes 
the place of marriage, ‘and forms a stronger 
bond. We assume, moreover, as a practical 
right of woman, that propagation should be 
controlled, and that a true theory of the union 
of the sexes will relieve her from the peculiar 
and excessive burdens which have rested upon 
her since the original curse. 

An organization such as here described, 
though novel to the common observation of the 
world, appears to be an inevitable sequence of 
that mature operation of Christianity which 
displaces selfishness. With selfishness, Com- 
munism is impossible ; without it, Communism 
is the only natural form of society, and consti- 
tutes a necessary step in the ascent toward 
heavenly institutions. 

A further discussion of ihe social princirles 
and practice of the Community is contained in 
Bible Communism, a pamphlet issued by the 
Community. 

REWARDS AND BALANCES. 
No accounts are kept between the members 
and the Community, or between the several 
members; and there is no more occasion for 
them than there is between man and wife, or 
than there was between the several members of 
the family which gathered around the apostles 
on the day of Pentecost. The Community 
believes that in the kingdom of heaven ‘ every 
man will be rewarded according to his works” 
with far greater exactness than is done in the 
kingdoms of this world ; but it does not believe 
that money is the curreucy in which rewards 
are to be distributed and accounts balanced — 
Its idea is that Love is the appropriate reward 
of labor ; that in a just spiritual medium, every 
individual, by the fixed laws of attraction, will 
draw around him an amount of love exactly 


ally and justly balanced without the complicated 
and cumbersome machinery of book-keeping. 
A practical commentary on the effect of these 
principles, may be found in the tact that the 
Conimunity, under the influence of them, has 
lived in entire harmony ir. relation to property 
interests for thirteen years, and has met with 
but little difficulty in respect to the distribution 
of possessions and privileges. 
CHILDREN AND SCHOOLS. 

The children, of whom there are about fifty, 
are accommodated with a separate house, a few 
feet from the main mansion, for their ordinary 
home, where they are cared for by an organi- 
zation of motbers, teachers and attendants, sc- 
lected from the best talent of the Community, 
but who are open to change as often as is de- 
sirable. Parents, after the nursing period, 
commit their children to this department, and 
thus are left free for other avocations. All but 
a few of the youngest take their daily meals 
with the family at the general table. 

A wing of the Children’s House forms a 
school-room which is occupied by a school for 
the children most of the year, during three or 
four hours a day. Schools for young men and 
young women, numbering from thirty to forty 
pupils, are maintained during the winter ; and 
encouragement is given to all classes in the 
pursuit of education at other times. 

RELIGIOUS EXERCISES. 

There is a meeting of the family every eve- 
ning in the main parlor, of one hour, which is 
generally devoted to religious conversation, 
reading, or criticism, though topics of business 
are not excluded. Sunday is not particularly 
observed, except by a general cessation from 
labor. 

CRITICISM. 

This is a system of telling each other, kindly 
and plainly, our thoughts of each other on 
proper occasions. ll are trained to criticise 
and to be criticised without offense. Some- 
times the whole family criticises a member in 
meeting. Sometimes it is done more privately, 
by committees, and sometimes by individuals. 
In some cases, criticism is directed to general 
character, in others to specific faults and offen- 
ses, and in others to the pointing out and com- 
mendation of excellencies in the person under 
review. Generally, criticism is invited by the 
subject of it, and is regarded as a privilege. 
It is well understood that the moral health@f 
the Community depends on the freest circula- 
tion of this plainness of speech ; since ii is our 
main substitute for the usual machinery of gov- 
ernment, constitutions, by-laws, &c., and en- 
ables us to do without them. 

SYSTEM OF LABOR. 
Labor in the Community is free, as distin- 
guished from the hireling system and the ca- 
forced toil that often attend poverty aud isola- 
tion. The men and women of the Community 
organize themselves, or are organized by the 
general managers, into groups, under chix 
for the various departments of work. 
groups are frequently changed, and constant 
rotation goes on, so that all have variety of ov- 
cupation, and opportunity to find out what cach 


fo 
Sy 


Vhese 


one is best adapted to. Nine hours a day is 
the standard in summer of Community em ploy- 
ment, but it is left to the ability and conscience 
of each member to distribute his time. We 
look to Community enthusiasm for our stimuius 


to enterprise, and are not much troubled with 
“lazy ones.” The mingling of the sexes in 
the different branches of industry is encouraged 
as much as practicable. 

BUSINESS ORGANIZATION. 


At the opeving of the season the various in- 
dustrial departments are supplied by con-nita- 
tion and popular assent with one or more fore- 


men each A financial committee, a financial 
agent, and a book-keeper, are at the same tine 


selected. These foremen and finaneicrs, to- 
gether with others who may be proposed m 
a Central Business Board, who meet once a 
week for the arrangement and distribytion of 
business, the decision of all importan’ plans, 
the appropriation of money to the wants of any 
department, &e., &e. The meetings he 
Board are open, and all members of th: ‘= 
munity who are sufficiently interested i- 
vited to participate in its consultatic: is 
proceedings are recorded by a Secretary and 
reported in the evening meeting, and a)! mat- 
ters of special moment are referred by it to the 


decision of the family in its general gat! 


TRADES AND PRODUCTIONS. 











may be sent by mail to all parts of the country. 


to all property, and that this title involves also 


proportioned to his intrinsic value and efficien- 
cy, and thus that all accounts will be punctu- 





The Community Domain supplies mos: |i ‘s 
of farm products, and supports a stock 00 2ou.t 
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seventy-five cattle and horses. Orcharding 
and fruit-culture form a leading interest in our 
agriculture ; and of small fruits, the strawberry 
crop sometimes reaches four hundred bushels a 
season. Fruit-preserving and Nursery-growing 
are other branches in this department. Of 
mechanical operations, the Trap and Traveling- 
bag manufactures are the most important We 
have a large manufacturing building supplied 
with water power, in which are included our 
Trap-works, a Grist-mill, a Printing-office, a 
Machine-shop, Wood-shop, and Blacksmith- 
shop. A branch of commerce in which we are 
considerably engaged, is the wholesule trade in 
Sewing Silks. Shoe-making, Tailoring, and 
such common mechanic branches as conven- 
ience requires, are also carried on. 
AMUPEMENTS. 

Music is a common study and recreation by 
those who have a taste for it. A band of about 
twenty-five performers, play for half an hour 
on four days in the week in the parlor, 
commencing at half-past twelve oclock. Du- 
ring the winter months, a concert or dramatic 
entertainment is given nearly every fortnight ; 
and occasional dancing takes place, in which 
the children mingle with the older classes. 


DRESS, 


The women of the Community adopted, or 
we might more properly say, originated soon 
after our commencement here, the short dress, 
and have adhered to it as being the most healthy, 
sensible, and convenient attire. 


FOOD. 
We use but little animal food, (no pork,) 
but endeavor to supply our table with the best 
products of the fields, orchards, and dairy. 


BUILDINGS. 

The buildings for the use of the family, 
(nearly all of which have been erected since 
our establishment here.) consist of tbe main 
mansion, 72 feet by 35—in which are the com- 
mon dining-room, kitchen, assembly-room, and 
reception-room, with wings and offices attached, 
(as shown in the. engraving,)—the children’s 
house and wing, and various out-buildings for 
the accommodation of industry. At the time 
of this writing, excavations are being made a 
few feet north of the children’s house, for the 
foundations of a new and large brick editice 
to be built the coming season, of a much better 
style and character than our present dwelling. 

NEALTH. 

The health of the Community, notwithstand- 
ing some drawbacks from lack of room and over- 
crowding, to which we have been thus far sub- 
ject, is generally good. In case of sickness, 
our principles lead us to prefer faith and the 
curative powers of nature, to medicine; and 
hence we have but little to do with doctors, ex- 
cept as their services may be required in the 
department of surgery. 

® POLITICS. 

Believing in the existence of a Tecavenly 
Kingdom, to which we are taught to look for 
all good influences, and that its destiny is to 
supplant the corrupt oryanizations of the world, 
the members of the Community do not vote, 
or voluntarily bear arms, The thirty or forty 
newspapers which we receive, kcep us informed 
of all importaut movements in the world ; and 
our sympathies are of course with those which 
tend to the increase of civilization, and the 
removal of oppression, vice and wrong. 


PUBLICATIONS, 

The Press having been employed more or less 
constantly since the religious development of 
our movement in 1834, our literature amounts 
to several volnmes, chiefly contained in periodi- 
gals that have been issued at New Haven, Ct., 
Putney, Vt., and Brooklyn and Oneida, N. Y. 
The most important works fur sale, are the 
Berean, « volume by J. H. Noyes, setting forth 
the views of the Community on Bible Christ- 
ianity, price, $1.50; and Bible Communism, a 
pamphlet containing a tolerably full presenta- 
tion of cur Social Theory, and its Biblical and 
rational foundations ; price, 50 cents. The 
Otircular, of which this paper is a specimen in 
size and form, is issued weekly at Oncida, N. Y. 
Price, to those who wish to parchase it, $1.00 
a year; otherwise free. 

BRANCH COMMUNITY. 

An Associated Family , numbering about thir- 
ty-five, of similar principles and holding a com- 
won interest with this Community, is establish- 
ed at Wallingford, Conn., about 12 miles north 
of New Haven. Its industry consists mainly 
of agriculture and fruit-growing, with some me- 
vbanical branches supplied in connection with 
our trap-business, which suffice to make the in- 
stitution self-supporting. 


VISITORS, 

Visitors wishing to make a temporary call 
are welcome, and will be accorded whatever in- 
formation or entertainment we have to bestow. 
Those desiring to remain fora longer time, 
should in all cases correspond with us before 








making the proposed visit, and ascertain wheth- 
er it is convenient or possible fer us to receive it. 


APPLICANTS. 

As we not unfrequently receive letters from 
persons desiring to join the Community, and 
wishing to know the terms of admission, it is 
proper that we should here state asa general 
answer to such applications, that we are now, 
and for some time past have been, so full, that 
we have hardly sufficient acommodations for our 
present number. We have been obliged there- 
fore to decline receiving more new members, 
except in cases where some special Providential 
indication is manifest, or where there has been 
a previous acquaintance and engagement. This 
disability, arising from lack of room, may cease 
to exist in the future, but at present it is per- 
emptory. 

TERMS OF ADMISSION. 

Apart from the incidental impediment no- 
ticed in the last paragraph, we will state what 
appear to be the jut conditions of membership 
on the moral side. Any one proposing to join 
the Community, ought first, to understand and 
hold by heart our religious and social doctrines; 
secondly, to count the coxt of enlisting with us 
for life ; thirdly, to get his freedom from any 
claims of kindred, &c., that may entangle us ; 
and fourthly, to pay al! his debts, or at least, 
disclose them to us, that we may know his situa- 
tion. Joining us is like marriage; and these 
are simply the prudent preliminaries of such a 
decisive act. If the parties are not in sympa- 
thy, or are in external circumstances unfavora- 
ble to a union, it is better for them to remain 
friends, than to venture on a closer connection. 
We are aware that we probably fail to impress 
most persons in this brief statement, with a full 
idea of the whole-bearted sincerity and surren- 
der that Communism requires of its disciples. 
The difficulty is not in the obscurity of the lan- 
guage, but in the depth of the subject, and in 
the fact that persons approaching Communism 
with but a limited spiritual experience, are 
caught by its external attractions, and fail to 
appreciate justly the necessities that attend the 
process of personal salvation. We ean only 
earnest)y recommend to such persous to weigh 
again carefully and prayerfully the principles 
that have been set forth, and then not to seek 
tu enter Communism, unless they love it, not 
for the sake of pleasure, but for the sake of 
improvement, better than they love their life. 
With any lower views, they will probably be- 
come discontented, and fail to get either im- 
provement or pleasure. 

SECESSION. 

The Community does not contemplate any 
mere temporary relations, and hence does not 
provide formally for the contingency of a with- 
drawal of membership. Still it holds the door 
wide open for any to leave who desire to. A 
few have done so; and in those cases the prop- 
erty of the parties withdrawing has been re- 
turned to them, or their claims have been set- 
tled in an amicable way. 

CONCLUSION. 

In the above, we have touched upon all the 
points on which information is most commonly 
sought, concerning the constitution and work- 
ing of the Oneida Community. Our expose is 
necessarily brief, and to that extent superficial. 
If further explanation is desired, it may be so- 
lic‘ted in conversation or by letter. 





Confession of Christ. 





** If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shait believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.”"—Rom. 10: 9. 

The confession of Christ is regarded as a very es- 
sential means of grace in the Comuunity. Every 
day’s experience proves to us that there is irresisti- 
ble power connected with the right use of the name 
of Christ. By the term, confession of Christ, we do 
not mean mere lip-service, but an utterance of the 
heart. The heart first apprehends by faith the pow- 
er of the resurrection of Christ, and the confession 
of the mouth gives that power greater liberty of ac- 
tion. We have come to regard this ordinance as a 
remedy for all deficiencies of character and spirit, 
We need no better guarantee that a person will im- 
prove and commend himself to all, than that he is 
free to confess Christ—to acknowledge his dependence 
on him for all good. * * * An illustration of the 
process that takes place in the confession of Christ, 
may be seen in the phenomena of the Leyden Jar, 
The confession of Christ is to our moral and spirit- 
ual constitution like the connecting rod which pro- 
duces the electrical discharge between the interior 
and the exterior surfaces of the Leyden Jar. It 
brings the inner and outer surface of our life into 
communication. We are placed in such a relation 
to Christ by his death and resurrection, that the 
inside of our being is charged with his electricity 
all the time; and what is-wanted to manifest it, 
is the connection of the inside and outside: that is 
done by the confession of the mouth. Believing 
in the heart, is the inside preparation; and confes- 


THE CIRCULAR. 





sion with the mouth, connects the state of the inte- 
rior with the sensations which are external. A fluid 
passes, and psychical phenomena are produced.— 
The electricity of Christ is quiescent and latent in 
the believer, till by some means a circuit is formed, 
connecting it with the outer life. Confession with 
the mouth, establishes this circuit--the Spirit dis- 
charges itself through the senses—-the inner life of 
Christ takes effect on the external nature. 
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= The present No. of the Circular will be 
found to contain a digest of information relating 
to the history, principles, customs, &c. of the 
Oneida Community. Our limited space does not 
permit us to give so complete a summary as may 
be desired; many important topics, connected 
with our theology and practical experience, we 
have necessarily left untouched: but we have in- 
tended to notice subjects which are of general in- 
terest and primary importance, in such a way as 
to best answer the many inquiries that come to 
us from abroad, and thus make a paper suitable for 
extra circulation. 


The People before the Gov- 
ernment. 





We confess we are not of those mourning 
propkets who weep over the troubles of the 
Americar Government, and the disruption of the 
Union. We do not believe the present Govern- 
ment of this country is tne incomparable good 
which politicians and our fathers even would have 
us consider it. It hus served a purpose no doubt, 
has been useful in various ways in helping on the 
great cause of human civilization, and affording 
opportunity for the education of a new and vig- 
orous people during their infancy. But if its 
function is fulfilled, and the end for which it was 
ordained secured, there is no reason why it should 
not pass away. If it stands in the way of some- 
thing better we should not seek to preserve 
it, and if its departure necessarily involves the 
throes and commotion of revolution and blood- 
shed, it should be met with the manhood of faith 
ina better future and in a mghteous and benig- 
nant Providence. 

We believe there is something better than the 
American Government or the mere legal union of 
these States ; viz., the American People. Stand- 
ing back of the Government, are the People—the 
men and women of this country. And we be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ, the legitimate and actu- 
al Sovereign of human affairs, has more interest 
in the progress, individual growth and civili- 
zation of the men and women of this nation, 
than he has in the preservation and perpetuation 
of the formal compact known as the American 
Union. Politicians talk about the Constitution 
and the Laws, forgetting that it is the destiny of 
society to outgrow the formulas of previous gen- 
erations, and eventually to rise above all laws 
and constitutions into the liberty of righteousness 
and civilization, where they are governed alone 
by the Spirit of Truth. Thus saith the Lord: “I 
will put my laws in their mind and write them 
in their hearts: and I will be to them a God and 
they shal] be to me a people; and they shall not 
teach every man his neighbor, ana every man his 
brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall 
know me from the least unto the greatest.” Not 
only is this a promise to the children of Israel, 
strictly speaking, but to all who accept and ac- 
knowledge Christ. It is the great attainment to 
whick Christ is conducting the world—the end 
toward which the civilization of man is tending. 
To suppose that the people vf this country are 
not to outgrow their present institutions, gov- 
ernmental and social, is the blankest atheism.— 
The People, to-day, are bettcr than their Gov- 
ernment; and the progress of the future is des- 
tined to set more and more tuward their eman- 
cipation from the realm of law, and the develop- 
ment of a popular rightevusness which is above 
law. 

In view of all this the people of the North 
should open their hearts to changes that may 
come, and consider that Secession may possibly 
be a blessing rather than a curse; and that if the 
present Government gues down, or loses its 
prestige of power among the nations, that, after 
all, may be the best thing. The London Times 
tells us that this Government can never again be 
what it has been, that its prestige is gone among 
the nations of Europe. Granting this, Why 
should there be any regret? If at the expense 
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of this, at the expense even of the present Con- 
stitution and Government, the North is freed 
from the Slaveholding oligarchy, and its people 
conducted a step higher above dependence on mere 
legal forms of government, and are taught that 
the ends of all true government, are secured in 
personal righteousness and submission of the heart 
to God, the gain is vastly more than the loss. 

It is a maxim, that Revolutions never go back- 
ward; and it is manifest that this American Rev- 
olution which is now in progress, will prove no 
exception to the rule. We have as yet seen but 
its beginning. It will not cease till the people 
of this great continent are led forward into a 
new position. We do not doubt that a great fa- 
ture is before tho American people—not a future 
which shall glorify a bald and atheistical Repub- 
licanism, but which shall glorify Christ and the 
powers and principalities of heaven, and merge 
all interests into the personal Government of God. 

Let us not then regret the present, or fear the 
future. But with the calm assurance that the hand 
of the living God controls the courses and results 
of human affairs, watch for the indications of hts 
purpose and sympathize and codperate with it. 








The Future Reign of Christ. 


In an article under this title, the Independent 
has a paragraph as follows: 

“In framing any suitable conception of the ‘ bet- 
ter country’ reserved for the true Israel of God, 
we must remind ourselves of its government.— 
The account given of various nations include their 
political institutions, or the different frames of go- 
ciety among them, whether rude and simple, or 
complex and elaborate. We distmbute all the 
modes of government known under such names 
as patriarchal superintendence, despotisms, lim- 
ited monarchies, aristocratic and popular repre- 
sentations, and pure democracies, Much account 
is made of these forms as related to the well- 
being of the people. We boast, even excessively, 
of that under which we live. Frotn our national 
self-congratulations, one might infer that this alone 
is what other lands need, and then, upon compari- 
sun, he might doubt if this be on the whole any 
considerabie advantage, or more than a desirable 
exchange of evils—a mitigation of the abuses 
found in all political institutions. We only won- 
der that the contemplation of these differences 
does not ottener lead devout minds to bruod over 
the conception ol a government immeasurably su- 
perior to any yet maintained on the earth, and one 
that must make apy part of the universe a better 
country than ours, or all others. In a company 
where the conversation turned on the different 
forms of government, a thoughtful mad sat silent, 
till, on being asked which he preferred, he an- 
swered, ‘A monarchy, with the Lord Jesus 
Christ at its head.’ We confess that no other 
method of administering the affairs of mankind, 
no other scheme for ordering and ruling soci- 
ety, satisfies our desires or kindles our enthu- 
siasm, but this.” 

This is an encouraging sign of the way men’s 
minds are beginning to turn. And we hope that 
a spirit of inquiry will go abroad among the peo- 
ple, in reference to this higher government.— 
What is needed is for men to see that Christ 1s 
NOW KING OF THE WORLD, and simply recognize 
him as such, become his loyal subjects, and subor- 
dinate all their affairs to him and to the guidance 
of his Spirit. The people of the Northern States 
are now rejoicing in the fact that they have been 
able to take possession of the Government and in- 
augurate a President who represents Northern 
sentiment. ‘To attain this end vast labor and en- 
ergy have been expended, and hopes of great good 
to the cause of liberty and progress fill their hearts 
in view of their success. But how infinitely greater 
would have been the guvod accomplished, and the 
advancement of every true interest which the 
hearts of men aspire after and pray for, had the 
men of the North simply and earnestly turned 
their hearts to Jesus Christ and recognized his 
Sovereignty, and labored to know him and the 
power of his Spirit! Let the eighteen milhons 
of Northern freemen surrender themselves to the 
Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, and become citizens 
of his Kingdom, and no form or power of 
evil could stand before them. Slavery would 
melt away, to be known no more; selfishness 
and suffering would cease; and that glorieus era 
of Peace and Brotherhood, whick prophets have 
foretold, and for which the ages have waited, 
would begin. 

Why can we not have a turning of the hearts 
of the people to him “ whose right it is to reign ?”’ 
“Of his government there shall be no end.” {n 
the words of the Independent, “His reign alone 
has the strength and the gentleness of God, alune 
realizing the fund dream amung monarchists of 
a paternal government, never oppressing the weak 
nor succumbing to the strong, inaccessible to cor- 
ruption, favoritism, fear, or caprice, incapable of 
wrong or error, originating not from beneath, 
in the ambition of a usurper, or the zeal of a popu- 
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lace, but from above, in the all-comprehending 
wisdom and might and goodness. Better the 
country where King Jesus is palpably enthroned, 
which is subject to his kingdom that is not of 
this world, than all the monarchies or republics 
that mankind have hailed with admiration, and 
seen go down in the ruins of time; and better not 
only in itself, but in its duration—for his kingdom 
end his alone, shall endure forever.” 





Platform 
OF PRINCIPLES AND MEABURES. 


Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Resurrection, and menifested at his Secvnd 
Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-Sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead, and organized into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, in the interior world at the Second 
Coming. 

Unity of all believers, in this world and in 
Hades, with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, by the faith and cun- 
fession of Uhrist, abolishing sin and selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the 
foregoing, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, 
resulting in the Abolition of Death, the release 
of the captives in Hades, and the full establish- 
ment of the Kingdom of Heaven in this world. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspira- 
tion for distribution. 

Abandonment of the Iashion of the world, in res- 
pect to Marriage and involuntary propagation, 

Cultivation of Free Love. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schvols. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorced frow Mamiuuvn, and devo- 
ted to God. 

Nore.—Our plan of vperations centers arvund 
two objects: the gathering of persons into lucal 
Associations, and the establishment of # central, 
daily Press. By gathering together im Aspocia- 
tions, we are enabled to have meetings every eve- 
ning, and keep religion cunstantly uppermost, 
while at the same time attentivn ts given to all 
necessary business. By making the family yath- 
ering large enough to torm a church and a schvvl, 
the business of providing for daily wants, and the 
highest culture of religion and cducation, gu to- 
gether. Here is provision (ur a natural protracted 
meeting—one that will take care uv! itseif, and be 
perpetual. By this plan we do not call people 
away from their homes and empluymeuts to attend 
to religion, or seize them vut of the current ut the 
world for afew days only to drop them again; 
ba. we carry reiigion home to the people, and turn 
their very arrangements for getting a living tv 
the essential conditions of a church and school. 
The daily paper will be a central instrumentality, 
eombining influences of the same kind, and acung 
evnatantly. 
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Abolition of Death. 





No one can study the New Testament with his 
eye on the subject of death, and fail to see that 
the gospel of Christ is a power which not only 
saves men from sin, thus securing the salvativn of 
the soul, but that it is superior tu disease and 
death, and guarantees the resurrection of the vody 
and the establishment in this world of an order 
of society in which there shall be * no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain.” In view of this fact, it is clearly 
the privilege and the duty of the believer in 
Christ to inquire into the nature and history of 
death, and ascertain how long its cuntinuance is 
necessary, and seek tu codperate with Christ 
and the interior church for its final overthrow in 
this world. 

In studying the subject of death, there are suine 
pvints which may be noted, viz.: 

1. It comes.in not a8 a natural law, not as an 
efement of God’s kingdom, but as the wages of 
ain, of disobedience to and separation from God. 
This is the simple view which the Bible givos a!l 
the wey through. The Bible never represents 
death as a part.of the enduring order of God’s 
oreation, but as the result of evil, proceeding from 
the devil, destined to be overcome and tu pass 
away. 

2. Being introdaced through sin and. alicna- 
tion from God, the cuntinuance of the producing 


“The wages of sin is death.” So long as there is 
sin in the world, there will be death also. Abol- 
ish siv, reconcile men to God, restore them to the 
unity of paradise, and death must inevitably cease. 


3. Its central power is destroyed. Christ 
pierced it when he entered its deepest realms of 
mystery and gloom and came forth crowned with 
victory and resurrection power. Through death 
he destroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil; and secured deliverance to 
those who through fear of death were all their 
life-time subject tu bondage. See Heb. 2: 14,15, 
He then became master of death—“ Lord both of 
the dead and the living,” holding the “keys of 
Hades and death.’’ All power was in his hands. 
It wasa decisive and overwhelming victory.~ 
Thenceforth Christ stood in the place of death to 
all believers. And as a resurrection leader he 
conducted the Apostolic church forward to the 
Second Coming, brought up the saints from Ha- 
des, and marched them all with his own trium- 
phant power into the resurrection world. Then 
succeeded the ages of Gentile development :nd 
discipline, at the conclusion of which all things 
are to be gathered together in one in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and which are on earth, 
and death is to be finally abolished. The signs 
of the age indicate that the “dispensation of the 
fullness of times” is at hand, that the gates of 
the final resurrection are opening, and that the 
hour has come when the character and claims of 
death are to be submitted to the canvass of the 
living world, and the victorious authority of 
Christ recognized. 

4. How should believers regard death? What 
should be the attitude of our minds and spirits to- 
ward it? ‘The first thing before us is to let in 
full day-light un the subject of life and death, and 
get a thorough, clear-sighted, practical conception 
of what a true life and true conditions of life are. 
As svon 48 we master this problem—understand 
what the science of life is, and realize it in our 
hearts—we shall find that death will be overcome 
and disappear. We must let in the clear sunlight 
of trath. Death cannot endure the light. Death 
is darkness—mystery—David calls it the “ shad- 
ow of death.” If we get where we can look at it 
with the clear-sighted vision of Christ, it will 
vanish from us. 

5. To attain this deepest spiritual insight, a 
child-like softness of heart is necessary. Christ's 
word to us is, “ Except ye be converted and be- 
come as little children, ye shall in no wise enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.’ In the final cam- 
paign against death, which we recognize as now 
going un, the same principles will prevail, as in 
the Primitive Church. The great body of the 
faithful dead of the past genciations in Hades are 
to come forth, and with the living believers pass 
into the resurrection. In the period preliminary 
to the consummation of the process, to eume it 
may be necessary to accord a destiny of suffering 
and death asa matter of discipline, as was the 
case with some in the Primitive Church; others 
may be removed to the invisible sphere for other 
reasons. Lut if there can be developed a body of 
believers, who can attain 'o that softness of spir- 
it which is necessary to the brightest spiritual 
insight of the heavenly world—the clear-sighted- 
ness which can pierce the deepest mysteries of 
life and death, without suffering—then that body 
will march on without dying, into the resurrectivn, 
and death will &e conquered and will cease. 

Norr.— Wherever the doctrine of HoLinrss— 
the faith that accepts Christ asa present and whole 
Savior from sin—has been received to any consid- 
erable extent, the corresponding doctrine, viz., 
that of the salvation of the body from disease, 
by the same power that saves from sin, has also 
taken root more or less. From almost every place 
where the gospel of holiness has been sent, an 
echo has come back assuring us that the blessing 
of emancipation from sin has been attended and 
followed by an improvement of health. And in 
many cases, the physical improvement of which 
they testify was not a special object of pursuit, 
but came as the unexpected spontaneous result cf 
receiving Christ as a Savior from sin. ‘This gen- 
eral manifestation has deepened vur previous cun- 
victions, that the resurrection of the soul carries 
with it an incipient resurrection of the body, and 
tends directly towards the final change from the 
mortal to the immortal state. : 

RL ELE ae ee 
Spiritualism 


If the question be put tous, What are your 
views in regard tu the Spirit-Rappings. or Spiritual 
Manifestations ? We answer, we believe in them 
as facts and even admit that they are exerting a 
certain influence in shattering that grossest form 
of unbelief, which denies the reality of spiritual 
existences and power. But we do not for this 
reason reverence them as inspired, or receive their 





eause necessitates the tontinuance of the effect. 


communications as authoritative. Our view is 
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that they are emanations from Hades or the world 
of the dead, and not from the resurrection sphere ; 
and this is shown as well by the manner as by the 
matter of their production. 

We believe that in the angelic or resurrectioh 
world—the world of life—there is a bodily nature 
adapted to free, personal communication with the 
material world. ‘The angels and risen saints can 
be visible or invisible at pleasure, to mortal eyes, 
as is shown by numbers of instances recorded in 
the Bible; and hence this class of beings are not 
obliged to resort to obscure and rudimentary 
methods of telegraphing, such as rapping, tipping, 
&c. On the other hand, spirits in Hades have 
not bodies adapted to free communication with 
this world; but are virtually ir prison with ref- 
erence to the material half of the universe, and 
have to resort to cunningly devised processes of 
electrical action or rapping manifestations. Here 
is just the difference between the world of life 
and the world of the dead; and while we are 
bound to discard the absurd teachings of the lat- 
ter, we are under equal obligations to reverence 
and respect those of the former, and seek by all 
means to get inty free and bona fide communica- 
tion with them. 


— . 
The Bible. 

Were there no other evidence of the Divine inspi- 
ration and authority of the Bible, we should be en- 
tirely satisfied with this: viz.: its complete adapta- 
tion to the wants of the soul in all possible situations 
and circumstances of life. Its words are laden with 
life and spirit, and they come right home to the heart 
which is open to receive them. It isan accurate 
portrayal, under the eye of the Almighty, of the 
workings of the heart in all forms of experience . 
and hence its adaptation to our necessities. Some. 
where within its pages we find just the thing we need 
at all times. Are wein tribulation and distress? 
abundant food for comfort and consolation is in store 
for us. Are we cast down and discouraged? its 
words fire us with new zeal and courage tor the fu- 
ture. Are.we persecuted? it affords us strength to 
** endure harduess as good soldiers.’ Do riches in- 
crease ? we find due warning and admonition to ** set 
not our hearts upon them.” Are we sick of the su- 
perficial knowledge of this world / the ** wisdom from 
above” is opened tous. Would we know more ot 
the will of God, and the secrets of his power? the 
word is, ** Ask and ye shall receive ;” *- ‘Ihe secret 
of the Lord is with them that fear him.” 

These evidences are not perhaps of a character to 
make much impression upon worldly minds; but 
they are none the less valuable and important to the 
believer, The soul fastens itself upoa them as upou 
a rock, and is thus enabled to stand in the hour of 
temptation and trial. 
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Democratic Theocracy. 





(The following plan of ygoverument was tirst published iu 
1844, before the era of telegraphs and steamships ; but its sug- 
gestions are more forcible, and beiter adapted to the exigencies 
of the present time. than they were tu the time when it first 
appeared. Itis recommended to the attention of the candid 
and retlective every where.) 

Its nation should annex itself to the kingdom of 
heaven, its government, so far as all ordinary wat- 
ters of legislation are concerned, would still be Au- 
man. When individuals surrender their hearts to 
God, he governs them not 80 much by outward laws, 
as by spiritual influences ; i. e., he teaches and leads 
them to govern themselves. So a nation, after trans- 
ferring its general sovereignty to God, and adopting 
the Bible as the basis of its constitution, would still 
be left to manage its municipal affairs by some turm 
of political mechanism. ‘lhe purely Theocratic ele- 
ment in the government would be spiritual and di- 
dactic, rather than legislative. That element would 
indeed be at work in the whole spirit of the people 
and would indirectly determine its specific legisla- 
tion ; so that in uw mature Theocracy the * vor pop- 
uli” would be actually the --vor dei”--the voice of 
the people, the voice of God. Yet the voice of the 
people would necessarily utter itself in many cases 
by vote in some form, xs freely asif the goverument 
were merely human. This question, then, still 
claims vur attention--‘* What form of human gov- 
ernment should a Theocratic nation adopt?” 

We see no reason why anation might not, consist- 
ently with its Theocratic obligations, live, if its citi- 
zens should choose, under any of the ordinary torms 
of government, We believe, however, that a form 
in which equality of political power should be ex- 
tended to the largest number, would best mateh the 
spirit of the Bible, and the policy of Jesus Christ. 
So far as self-government is subjectively valuable, 
jtis valuable tu all; and so far asitis desirable 
that national legislation should utter the will of the 
people, itis desirable that the wills of all should 
have expression. We go then for democracy, as the 
true complement of Theocracy. 
tagonism of the two forms is no objection. 


The seeming xn- 
The beat. 
matches in the world are those,in which man and 
wife are so far different as to supply each other's dee 
fects. 

perfect. 


We will make bold to propose for the considera- 
tion of political thinkers, a plan by which, we con- 
ceive, the advantages of the immediate possession 
and exercise by the people of the power of legisla- 
tion, may be made available on any scale however 
large. 

The mechanical improvements. of. modern times 
have given us social facilities far greater than those 
of theancients. The art of printing enables us to 
throw off copies of thought, with a rapidity a. thou. 
sandfold greater than that of the readiest writer: 
The steam-engine carries those copies to the most dis- 
tant parts of the country, with the speed of the wind 
The mail system (almost unknown to the ancients) 
distributes them in every villuge and hamlet, with 
a minuteness and regularity like that of the circula- 
tiowof the blood. With these facilities, the most ef- 
ficient and extensive communication of thought does 
not require that the people tobe addressed should 
be convened in one place. Whvever has a message 
to deliver, may speak to the millions scattered over 
a continent almost as easily as the orators of old 
could address an assembly in a senate-house. On 
this facility of communication we base our project 
of a pure democracy. 

Our plan is simply this. Instead of Jegislating a 
at present by a personal assembly of representatives, 
let a periodical! paper be established at the seat of 
government, as the sole medium of proposing, discuss- 
ing, enacting and recording laws. Let the whole peo- 
ple, with this paper for their gathering point, resolve 
themselves into a permanent legislative convention, 
Let the publisher of the paper, chosen of course by 
the people, and governed by such regulations as may 
be found necessary to secure his impartiality aud 
faithfulness, be the Moderator of this national con- 
vention, having power to enforce the necessary par- 
liamentary rules and preserve decorum in its debates. 
Let every citizen be at liberty to propose resolutions, 
bills, &c., as is done in ordinary legislatures; and 
|on the publication of any bill, let it be the right of. 
all to discuss it betore the convention, through the. 
paper. Such limitations of tiese rights might be, 
devised, as would be necessary to keep the number 
of propositions and amount ot discussion within rea- 
sonable bounds. Let this process of proposal and 
discussion be always going on; and once in three 
months (or such other period as may be found expe- 
dient) let the people in their respective towns as- 
semble and vote on the billy that are matured. Let 
it bea rule thatall bills, to be acted on at any 
given quarterly voting, shall be proposed in the pa- 
per at least one month (vr more or less) before that 
voting, and let peuple be at liberty to vate, not only 
in the affirmative or negative, but also for a continu- 
xuce of discussion; so that if a majority vote for w 
continuance, or if those who vote tor a continuance, 
together with those who vote in the negative are a 
majority, the bill may lie over till the next quarter- 
ly voting. Let the votes of each town be sent to the 
paper, the result published, and those bills that are 
approved be declared laws of the land. 

It is not the object uf this sketch to trace out in’ 
detail the arrangements which our scheme will re- 
quire, but simply to exhibit its radical principle, 
which is the substitution of printing ivr speaking - 
viva voce, a5 the medium of legislative discussion ; 
by meaus of which the population of « State ev 
masse Tiny wake its own luws, aud the represenia- 
tive system may be dispensed with. 

Lt will be observed that our proposal relates only 
to the degiséative function. The executive depart- 
ment of government it leaves untouched. In relation 
to this department we shall say nothing at present, . 
except that the usual arrangements for the execu-. 
tion uf the laws would not be inconsistent with our 
plan. A president or governor might be appointed 
as in this country, for a limited period; or a prime- 
ininister, as in other countries, for an indefinite pe- 
riod, with power of choosing his cabinet associates. 
The president, governor, or primue-minister, with his 
suordinates, might serve a legislature purely dem- 
veratic, as well as one constituted in the usual way 

The most obvious objection tu our scheme is, that 
its operation would be too s/ute. Bills could not be 
matured aud disposed of so rapidly as ina persona! 
assembly. But this defect would be compensated 
by the constancy of legislative action which would 
be allowed. There is reason to believe that a legis- 
lature, always in session, would accomplish as much 
business in the course of a year, even if its pro- . 
ceedings were slow enough to permit universal dis- 
cussion and action, as one which holds only an an- 
nual session of a few months. Much wight be dene 
to expedite the operation of our system by the inven- 
tiomand adoption of appropriate parliamentary rules. 
This branch of the sabjet, however, we cannot dwell 
upon at present. 

Among the advantages of a perpetual demoeratic 
legislature, the following may be inentioned : 

1. It would elevate the condition of the peopia.- 
The responsibility which is now vested in a chosen 
few, would be transferred to the whole people, and 
that responsibility would carry with it a correspond- 
ing demand and opportunity for general education. 
It requires but little moral or intellectual training 
to qualify a ian to vote on a choice of persons; and 
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choice of measures and laws, and their position 
.would be such as to require them to acquaint them- 
selves with the principles of government. They 
would .pass out of the condition af clansmen, into 
that of legislators. 

2. The interest of the people in their laws would 
be greatly increased. Government would be the 
work of the citizens, and not of their proxies; and 
sen always feel more interest in their own works, 
than in those of others. Of course the laws would 
be sustained better than they are now. The majesty 
of the legislature would be every where present. 

3. Our plan, by abolishing the office of legislative 
representatives, would very considerably reduce the 
number .of personal elections, and consequently the 
amount of electioneering contention and corruption. 
The political discussions of the people would be in- 
fluenced less by the lust of office, and. more hy the 
merits of meagures and laws. 

4. By the same means, the expense of legislation 
would be much lessened. The time and money which 
the people would spend in acting as legislators 
themselves ; would probably not be much more than 
they now spend in their electoneering campaigns for 
the choice of go-between, legislators; and the. whole 
expense of sending delegates to the seat of govern- 
ment, and supporting them several months annually 
with large salaries, would be saved. The legisla- 
tive paper, which would take the place of .all the 
present expensive machinery, would have such a cir- 
culation, that, at a moderate subscription price, it 
would.support itself, pay the salary of its editor, 
and probably yield a handsome income to the.state. 

5. The great and growing curse of all legistation 
by personal assembly, commonly called ‘ log-rajling,’ 
wonld be avoided. by our,plan. Speculators, and 
interested persons would have no opportunity of 
securing the passage of laws for their special bene- 
fit, by treating, bribing, and _ cajoling a few repre- 
sentatives. That irresponsible department of gov- 
ernment sometimes called the ‘third house,’ would 
be nullified. -The advocates of any measure or law, 
would be obliged to address thejr persuasions to the 
whole people. 

In these days, .when theState and National legis- 
latures are charged on g!l, hands with abominable 
corruption and imbecility, and the people appear 
to be growing sick of their representatives, it seems 
to be time to cast about for .some new system. Our 
proposal, if it is a bold ope, is certainly commenda- 
ble for its simplicity. We have not bestowed much 
thought upon it, and shall .not make a hobby of it. 
But we offer it as a hint for the consideration of 
those who are secking out .methods of political re- 
form. Perhaps it will breed useful thought and 

digcussion, 


The Lord’s Prayer. 


A GLANCE AT ITS MEANING. 


The leading petition of the celebrated form of 
prayer which Christ gave to his disciples, and 
which is in daily use throughout Christendon, is, 
“Thy kingdom .come:: THY Wid BR DONE ON 
EARTH AS IT IS DONE IN HEAVEN.” Would it not 
be well for those who present these sacred words 
at the throne of grace, to consider how much they 
mean? It is.easy to ascertain from the scrip- 
tures, with indisputable certainty, how the will 
of God is done in ‘heaven, in respect to several in- 
teresting points. Let us see. 

1. The will of God, as it is done in heaven, ez- 
cludes sin. “ There shall in no wise enter therein, 
any thing that.defileth, neither whatsoever work- 
eth abomination, or maketh a lie; but they which 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” (Rev. 21: 
27.) 

2. The will of God, as it is done is heaven, 
abolishes the fashion of the warld, including 
marriage. “In the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage.” (Matt. 22:30.) 

3. The will of God, as it is dune in heaven, 
abolishes sickness and sorrow. “ There shall be 
no more sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain.” (Rev. 21: 4.) 

4. The will of God, as it is dune in heaven, 
abolishes death. “Neither can they die apy 
more.” (Luke 20: 36.) 

5. The will of God, as it is dane in heaven, 
banishes the devil and his azgels. “ There was 
war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon; and the dragon fought and 
bis angels, and prevailed not; neither was their 
place found any more in heaven.” (Rev, 12:7, 8.) 

So we might go on to establish by categorical 
testimony, many other excellent features in the 
economy of heaven. But these are enough for 
the present. Let all seekers of heaven, and users 
of the Lord’s prayer, read the New Testamert 
through, with their eye on the constitution 





of the celestial kingdom, and extend our in- 
ventory at their leisure. The point we are upon, 
is that these ascertained facts of the heavenly 
condition, should be recognized ag legitimate 
objects of prayer in this world, and for this 
world. If we pray, “ Thy will be dome on earth, 


as it is done in heaven,’ we ought not to shrink 
from filling out that prayer, by asking specifically 
for whatever we know to be according to the will 
of God as it is done in heaven. The following, 
then, would bea proper expansion of the first 
part of the Lord’s prayer. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come: thy will be done 
on earth as it is done in heaven: and by this we 
mean, let sn be entirely abolished ; let the fash- 
ion of the world, including marriage, pass away ; 
let sickness and sorrow come to an end; let 
death be dethroned, and its ravages forever cease ; 
let the devil and his angels, with all their co- 
workers, be cast out. Come Lord, with all thy 
holy angels, and dwell with men; make earth a 
paradise, as it was at the beginning; for thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

N. B.—If we pray for these things, we ought 
to expect them ; and if we expect them, we ought 
to labor for them ; and if we labor for them, we 
ought to begin by clearing away all doctrines 
that deny the possibility of them. So mote it be, 





Memoranda 
FOR STUDENTS OF CHRISTIANITY. 





1. The regencration of the primitive believers 
was effected by apprehending and confessing the 
resurrection of Christ, and was in fact the be- 
ginning of their resurrection. 

2. As such, it transformed them in spirit from 
this world toimmortality, and thus released them 
from the law of ordinances and carnal command- 
ments. 

3. It set them free from all sin. 

4. It gave them eternal security of holiness. 

5. The life which it gave to the soul, extended 
its influence more or less to the body. 

6. It terminated, after a few years, in a full 
resurrection and glorification of the body, anda 
translation to the presence of the Father. 

7. The Second Advent took place immediately 
after the destruction of Jerusalem, according to 
the plain predictions of Christ and the acknowl- 
edged expectations of his followers. 

8. The saints in Hades and mortality were 
then raised from the dead, and judgment was 
administered upon them and upon their enemies. 

9. These transactions took place in the spir- 
itual world. 

10. This was a resurrection and judgment of 
only a part of mankind. 

11. The world, 25 a whole, had :not then re- 
ceived the preparatory legal training, necessary 
to the spiritual apprehension of the gospel. The 
universal resurrection and judgment, therefore, 
was deferred. 

12. The legal dispensation which had been 
given to the Jews, was transferred, after the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, to the Gentiles. 


13. The religion of Christendom, since the 
apostolic age, though it has borne the name and 
externals of Christianity, has in fact been a second 
edition of Judaism. 

14. The second birth, founded as it was in the 
Primitive church, on a spiritual apprehension of 
the resurrection of Christ, and effectual as it was 
to save from all sin, has not been known in the 
ostensible Christian church since the Second 
Advent. 

15. The second and final resurrection and 
judgment are yet future. 

16. But within a few years the primitive faith 
of regeneration by the resurrection of Christ, has 
again begun to be known; nd thus the process 
has commenced, which, according to the order of 
the former dispensation, must ere long termi- 
nate in the second resurrection and judgment. 

17. No radical reformation of iaankind will 
ever be effected by any other agency than that 
which God has employed, viz., the power of 
Christ’s resurrection, which overcame the Evil 
One and saves from all sin; and no end of the 
tribulations of this world will ever be attained, 
but by the judgment which separates the 
righteous from the wicked. 





Practical Communism, 

A PLAN FOR EMPLOYERS, 
Natural, and Practicable Immediately, for all 
sorts of Business, and in the midst of 
Society as it is. 





This plan is founded on the simple proposition, 
to substitute the family relation for the system of 
hiring. As the opposers of slavery say to the 
slave-master, ‘Emancipate your negrocs, and car- 
ry on your business by paying them wages,’ so it 
is now said to the hireling master, ‘ Stop hiring, 





and carry on your business by taking your work- 


men into your family.’ In other words, let every 
distinct form of business which employs and sup- 
ports a number of workmen, be the gathering- 
point of a family sufficient to man the business, 
and carry on all its domestic affairs without hiring. 
Let the employer, whatever his line of business, 
LIVE with his men, and make them interested 
PARTNERS instead of hoiding them by the mere 
bond of wages, and supporting their families scat- 
tered abroad. 

The material advantages of this business con- 
densation, would be in part as follows : 

1. Opportunity of acquaintance, and constant 
consultation between the workmen. 

2. Enthusiasm, induced by aggregation and en- 
tire community of interests. 

3. Saving of time and labor in traveling to and 
fro, and the care of domestic affairs. 

4. Relief from complicated accounts and arbi- 
trary money payments. 

The educational and religious advantages of this 
plan would be manifold and complete. 

1. Every important business would be the gath- 
ering point of an extensive FAMILY. 

2. That family, embracing of course persons 


qualified to instruct, and having constant opportu- 
nity for meeting and mutual help, would become 
& SCHOOL. 

3. That school, rising into the knowledge of 
God, and having the best possible facilities for 
mutual criticism and religious culture, would be- 
come acuurcH. Thus business would become a 
truly sacred institution—the very platform of the 
worship of God. The four great interests of man- 
kind—business, family affection, education, and 
religion—would join hands and dwell together 
wherever human beings have a home. 





Industrial Marriage. 


The Social Theory of Bible Communists contem- 
plates delivering man from the curse of hard work, 
and woman from the curse of excessive propagation, 
and bringing about an entire amalgamation of the 
sexes in all useful industry. The two first proposi- 
tions prepare the way for the third. Woman could 
scarcely be the help-meet of man in his work, while 
he tills a cursed ground, and she is exhausted with 
excessive child-bearing; but let the expenses of 
maternity be properly reduced, and labor lightened 
by Association, and the way is prepared for the 
marriage of man and woman in their daily employ- 
ments. 

These principles are in practical operation in the 
Associated Communities. Hard work and excessive 
propagation are abolished, and men and women 
mingle in their occupations to a considerable extent. 
Having the liberty of experiment, the women have 
discovered that there 1s scarcely any business which 
the men of the Association engage in, that has not 
a woman’s half to it--a light part, proportioned to 
her strength and faculty. In house-building, for 





instance, a kind of labor which may be — to}: 
the 


offer nothing suitable for feminine hands, Onei- 
da women have found a variety of things that they 
can do, such as nailing lath, setting glass, painting, 
&c., &. And ifin any work their actual manual 
help is inconsiderable, their society, by making 
work attractive, secures the grand object of the 
combination. Dancing would be work if it was con- 
fined to one sex; and work may be made as attrac- 
tive as dancing by the musical mingling of both sex- 
es. Our printing has always been done by the joint 
industry of the men and women, boys and girls, and 
the merits of the principle under discussion are il- 
lustrated in our printing office as well, perhaps, as 
any where, in the neatness and order, the attract- 
iveness, and efficiency prevailing there. Women 
have helped in the shoe-shop more or less; and they 
are regular hands, spoken for every day, at the 
trap-shop. By a system of volunteering and taking 
turns, the women of the Community enjoy the 
change of working two hours at a time in the trap- 
shop. Insummer, the women of the Communes some- 
times render service in planting, raking hay, gath- 
ering fruit, crops, &c. Garden work is as pleasant 
business, perhaps, as the sexes can mingle in ; and as 
horticulture supplants farming, and advancing civ- 
ilization modifies man’s business in many respects, 
the association of men and women in labor will of 
course be more agreeable as well as practicable. 

On the other side, we must not omit to say that 
the men have made themselves familiar with wo- 
man’s work, and help her systematically in washing, 
cooking, table-service, &c., making housekeeping as 
much more attractive than ordinary, as the work is 
abroad. 

To the objection that woman’s natural constitu- 
tion is too delicate for association with man in his 
work, it may be said, that the burdens to which 
she is subjected by ordinary marriage, are a much 

reater tax on her constitution. Asa family pro- 

ucer, she works harder and sacrifices her health 
more, than she could in any other way. But it will 
be said, perhaps, that children are the highest kind 
of production. Thatis true. But we believe that 
woman was made primarily to be the companion of 
man, and only secondarily to be the mother of his 
children ; and the present system, which makes her 
chiefly, and almost altogether a mother, is a part of 
the curse. The truth is, we value children so much 
that we do not want to have them increase faster 
than they are a joy and delight, and can have the 
most royal care. 





Seeond Coming of Christ. 


The doctrine of the New Testament, as we 
understand it, is, that Christ came the second 
time 1800 years ago, and established his king- 
dom in the heavens, and that his kingdom then 
established, is finally to be introduced into this 
world. In the limits assigned to this article, 
however, we can do nothing more than offer a 





few hints as a guide to inquiry and investigation, 


and must refer such as are disposed to pursue 
the subject further, to the Berean and the past 
volumes of the Circular, for a more extensive 
discussion of this important topic. 

1. Christ predicted his coming within the life- 
time of the generation then living. Inthe 24th 
of Matt., after describing the events that were 
to precede the destruction of Jerusalem and 
foreshadow his coming, he says: ‘‘ Now learn a 
parable of the fig-tree. _ When his branch is 
yet tender and putteth{forth leaves, ye know 
that summer is nigh. So likewise ye, when ye 
see all these things, know that it [i. e. his com- 
ing] is near, even at the doors.”” Verses 32, 33. 
“‘ Verily I say unto you, there be some standing 
here who shall not taste of death, till they see 
the Son of man coming in his kingdom.’’ Matt. 
16: 28. “IfI will that he [John) tarry till I 
come, what is that tothee ?”” John 21: 22. 

2. The apostles and primitive saints were 
looking for Chrost’s coming as near at hand, 
and as the consummation of all ther hopes.— 
** Let us consider one another, &c., exhorting 
one another: and so much the more as ye see the 
day {of Christ] approaching.” Heb. 10: 24, 
25. ‘* Ye have need of patience, &c., for yet 
a little while, and he that shall come will come, 
and wili not tarry.”” Verses 36,37. ‘* Be 
patient, therefore, brethren, unto the coming of 
the Lord. Stablish your hearts ; for the com- 
ing of the Lord draweth nigh. The Judge 
standeth before the door.” James 5: 7—9. 

3. The reswrrection and judgment that fol- 
lowed the coming of Christ, took effect only on a 
part of mankind, and was not the general and 
final resurrection and judgment. ‘Then shall 
two be in the field, the one shall be taken and 
the other left.””> Matt. 24:40. ‘* And I saw 
the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, &c., and they lived and reign- 
ed with Christ a thousand years. But the rest 
of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished. This is the first resurrec- 
tion.” Rev. 20: 4,5. (See also the rest of 
the chapter. ) 

4. The Second Coming of Christ was of a 
private nature, and took place in the spiritual 
world. The world saw Christ no more after 
his resurrection. His nature was angelic. His 
ascension was in the presence of angels, and 
witnessed only by the most devoted and spirit- 
ual of his followers. After his ascension the 
angels said to his disciples, “‘ Why stand ye gaz- 
ing up into heaven? This same Jesus which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 
Acts 1:11. His coming was like a thief in the 
night. ‘‘At midnight the bridegroom came, 
. . and they that were ready went, in with 


him, and the door was shut.”” Matt. 25. 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

1. The kingdom of G'od established in heaven 
at the Second Coming, is to come in this world; 
and his will is to be done here as it is in heaven. 
‘¢ The kingdoms of this world are {to} become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ.” 
Rev. 11: 15. The holy city, New Jerusalem, 
is to come down from God out of heaven upon 
earth, and the tabernacle of God is to be with 
men, ‘‘and he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them and be their God.” Rev. 21. “In 
the dispensation of the fullness of times, he will 
gather together iw one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth.” 
Eph. 1: 10. 

2. The principles and institutions of the king- 
dom of heaven are entirely different from those 
of this world. In this world men are selfish : 
in the kingdom of heaven Jove takes the placo 
of selfishness. Here private property is recog- 
nized : in heaven no man says that aught of the 
things which he possesses is his own, but they 
have all things in common. (See Acts 4.) 
The children of this world marry and are given 
in marriage ; but they which are accounted wor- 
thy to obtain that world and the resurrection 
from the dead, neither marry nor are given in 
marriage. (Luke 20: 34,35.) In Christ’s 
kingdom the principle that “all mine is thine, 
and thine is mine,” is recognized in its broad- 
est sense. 

Note.—It mar be seen we think from the 
above hints, that the design of Christ in the 
apostolic age was, to prepare the primitve be- 
lievers for his kingdom, and then take them to 
himself in the spiritual world. Hence it fol- 
lows that his external policy was different from 
what it isin the present dispensation. Then, he 
instructed his followers to be subject to the 
powers that be, and developed the interior prin- 
ciples of his kingdom only so far as he could 
without destroying the institutions of this world. 
Now, however, his kingdom is to be transferred 
from the heavens to this earth, as we believe, 
and it must be obvious to the reflecting mind 
that the institutions of this world, adapted as 
they manifestly are toa state of selfishness, 
must be supplanted by institutions more in har- 
mony with the character and spirit of that 


kiogdom. 
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